SWAP Resource Sheet
What is a SWAP?

A SWAP is a personal memento of your Wider Opportunity or Girl Scout Event. The one you collect will remind you of your new friends, experiences and travels. The SWAPS that you make should serve as a personal reminder of you to your new friends. You may make them yourself, or purchase them, or have the Brownies and Juniors help you make them in anticipation of your event.

Numbers versus Dollars

How many people will be attending this event? How many SWAPS do you want to make? How much will you be willing to spend on SWAPS for your event?

Resources and Ideas

Visit a local craft store. Talk to other girls and adults who have been on Wider Ops or Destinations and ask to see the SWAPS they made to give out and those they collected. Visit local gift shops. Stop by your local council office and see what patches are available. 

Materials: Craft materials, film canisters, felt, pins, button makers

Procedures: Silkscreen, stenciling, painting, calligraphy

Ideas: Stationary, bookmarks, buttons, patches, pins

Do’s and Don’ts for SWAPS

You will be bringing a lot of SWAPS to your event and bringing a lot home. Breakable SWAPS will not survive this much traveling. Large, cumbersome SWAPS will be difficult for your new friends to cart home. Edible SWAPS may attract “little critters” and may not survive the event. Many Scouts keep their SWAPS a long time and you wouldn’t want to be remembered as the girl whose SWAP was eaten by the ants.
Time versus Money, always a battle

After you have settled on an idea, list out your materials needed for one SWAP, being sure to include scissors, glue, etc. Calculate how much one SWAP will cost and multiply by the number you want to make. Are you within your budget for what you were willing to spend on SWAPS?

When all else fails, rethink….

If you get started late and don’t meet your time schedule or money budget, you may have to rethink your idea for SWAPS. Which do you have more of, time or money? Figure accordingly
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